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Error diagnosis and Assessment of Sub-seasonal forecast using GRAPES-GFS
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Abstract Using the analysis and predictions of leading 35 days related to Global and Regional
Assimilation Prediction System (GRAPES)-Global Forecast System (GFS) during the period from
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September 2018 to August 2019, we diagnosed the prediction errors and evaluated the extended
forecast capability to provide a numerical weather guidance for the prediction with the sub-seasonal
timescale. Result show that, GRAPES-GFS could capture the spatial distribution characteristics of
2m temperature and 500hPa geopotential height during winter in 2018 and summer in 2019,
however there exists large system bias related to 2m temperature analysis in the desert plateau areas
which have the thermal forcing effect significantly, especially in arid areas of Africa. Related to 2m
temperature, the Root-Mean-Square Errors (RMSE) of leading 1 to 3 weeks predictions approximate
to the linear growth. GRAPES-GFS posses the high prediction skill in the East Asia and Austria but
have the lower prediction skills in the ocean areas compares with the land areas. Related to 500hPa
geopotential height, when leading 1 to 3 weeks predictions, there exist higher prediction skills in
low latitude than in high latitudes of East Asia. Also, the prediction skills of the tropics is much
lower than other regions and the northern hemisphere is higher than the southern hemisphere.
Related to the Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO), it is found that, GRAPES-GFS can reproduce the
propagation characteristic of spatial-temporal variations related to the upper and lower zonal wind
and can capture the location of strong convective activity signals. However, the Outgoing Long
Wave Radiation (OLR) positive anomaly is much weaker and the negative anomaly is much
stronger. GRAPES-GFS have a skillful MJO forecast for 11 lead days when it is useful for ACC
>50% and for the selected two strong MJO cases, GRAPES-GFS could describe the MJO

propagation process exactly but have a stronger signal during MJO developing and decaying period.

Key words 2m temperature, 500hPa geopotential height, MJO, GRAPES-GFS model, sub-seasonal
forecast
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Fig.1 The global seasonal average of daily 2m temperature (units:" C) . (al) and (b1): 2m temperature from GRAPES-

GFS during winter in 2018 and summer in 2019 respectively; (a2) and (b2): 2m temperature from NCEP/NCAR
reanalysis during winter in 2018 and summer in 2019 respectively; (a3) and (b3): 2m temperature from ECMWF

reanalysis during winter in 2018 and summer in 2019 respectively.
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Table 1 Similarity coefficients of season-mean 2m temperature among three groups of analysis/reanalysis data

QERCERE ¢

s GRAPES-GFS H1 NCEP/NCAR GRAPES-GFS #1 ECMWF
F

ES 0.95 0.87

B = 0.96 0.89
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Fig. 2 The global seasonal average error of daily 2m temperature (units: ~ C) . (al) and (a2): The difference of 2m
temperature between GRAPES-GFS and NCEP/NCAR during winter mean in 2018 and summer mean in 2019
respectively; (bl) and (b2): As in (al) and (a2) but for the difference of 2m temperature between GRAPES-GFS and
ECMWE.
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Fig.3 Time series of daily 2m temperature over South East China and Arid Region of Africa (units: ~ C). The different



lines indicate the daily 2m temperature series with different analysis data and the numbers in the legends indicate

mean 2m temperature of the whole reforecast period.
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Fig. 4 Seasonal mean of 500hPa geopotential height and its corresponding error (units: gpm). (al) and (a2): S00hPa

geopotential height from GRAPES-GFS during winter in 2018 and summer in 2019 respectively; (bl) and (b2):

500hPa geopotential height from NCEP/NCAR reanalysis during winter in 2018 and summer in 2019 respectively;

(cl)and (c2): The difference of 500hPa geopotential height between GRAPES-GFS and NCEP/NCAR during winter

mean in 2018 and summer mean in 2019 respectively.
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Fig.5 Relative error of daily 2m temperature sub-seasonal predictions for weeks 1,2,3 and 4 (units: ~C) . (al-a4)

represent the relative errors of leading 1 to 4 weeks predictions referred to the GRAPE-GFS analysis respectively;
(b1-b4) is as in (al-a4) but for the reference field NCEP/NCAR; (cl-c4) is as in (al-a4) but for the reference field
ECMWE.
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Fig. 6 RMSE of 2m temperature forecasts during weeks 1, 2, 3 and 4 (land only) over the global area, Northern
Hemisphere(NH) and East Asia(EA) for (a) leading 1 week, (b) leading 2 weeks, (c) leading 3 weeks and (d) leading
4 weeks. The different lines indicate the RMSE series over different regions and the numbers in the legends indicate

the mean RMSE of the whole reforecast period.
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Fig. 7 TCC of 2m temperature forecasts during weeks 1, 2, 3 and 4 for (a) leading 1 week, (b) leading 2 weeks, (c)
leading 3 weeks and (d) leading 4 weeks. The numbers in the right title indicate the mean TCC over the global

areas.
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Fig. 8 The PAC time series of 500hPa geopotential height forecasts during weeks 1,2,3 and 4 over the global area,
Northern Hemisphere(NH) and East Asia(EA) for (a) leading 1 week, (b) leading 2 weeks, (c¢) leading 3 weeks and
(d) leading 4 weeks. The different lines indicate the PAC series over different regions and the numbers in the legends

indicate the mean PAC skill of the whole reforecast period.

TCC of 500hPa Height

(a) lead 1 week 0.846 (b) lead 2 weeks
1 1 1 1 1 .

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Il 9ON

90N
! 60N
30N

0
308

60S

908

90W 60W 30W 0 30E 60E 90E 120E 150E 180 150W120W 90W 60W 30W 0 30E 60E 90E 120E 150E 180 150W120W

(c) lead 3 weeks (d) lead 4 weelks . g 0.163

90N

90N

60N 60N

30N 30N

308 308

60S 60S

90S - T T T T T T T T T T T 908 T T T T T T T T T T T
90W 60W 30W 0 30E 60E 90E 120E 150E 180 150W120W 90W 60W 30W 0 30E 60E 90E 120E 150E 180 150W120W

005 015 025 035 045 055 065 075 0.85 095
Bl 9 GRAPES-GFS #x0tf 500hPa A3 BEI7 AT 1 2 4 JA Bk (I RS R EL. (a) BERTHUR 1
Fis (b) EERTTR 2 F; () BERTTUHR 3 J; (d) EEATTHR 4 B Hrb, AR RN 2T
TCC £75.
Fig. 9 TCC of 500hPa geopotential height forecasts during weeks 1, 2, 3 and 4 for (a) leading 1 week, (b) leading 2
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global areas.
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Fig.10 Composite evolution of the basic elements related to MJO averaged over 15°S-15°N derived from GRAPES-
GFS model (upper line) and NCEP/NCAR (following line) including 850hPa zonal wind anomaly(Figure al,a2),
200hPa zonal wind anomaly (Figure b1, b2) and the OLR anomaly(Figure c1, c2).
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Fig. 11 The seasonal average of OLR anomaly (units: w/m?). (al) and (b1): OLR from GRAPES-GFS during summer
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Fig.12 Anomaly correlation coefficients by lead days for the basic elements related to MJO averaged over 15°S-

15°N including 850hPa zonal wind anomaly, 200hPa zonal wind anomaly and the OLR anomaly.
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Fig. 13 The first mode (EOF1) and second mode (EOF2) of EOF of 15°S—15°N averaged OLR, 850-hPa zonal winds
(U850), and 200-hPa zonal winds (U200) obtained from GRAPES-GFS analysis data and NCEP/NCAR analysis

data. All variables are normalized and 20d band-pass filtered.
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Fig.14 MJO forecast skill as a function of lead time for the period of September in 2018 to August in 2019.
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Fig. 15 The RMM index phase space diagram plots derived from MJO products of Australian Bureau of Meteorology
(ABOM). NCEP/NCAR reanalysis data and leading 6 days predictions of GRAPES-GFS respectively for (a) the
period November 13, 2018 to January 20, 2019 and (b) the period April 15,2019 to June 12, 2019.
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