NGAC Version 1 provides 5-day dust-only forecasts once per day for the 0000 UTC cycle.  The NGAC output will be available in GRIB2 format on a 1x1 degree output grid, with output available for 00 to 120 hours, with output every 3 hours.  The NGAC output will be disseminated via NCEP's ftp/http server at the following location:

http://www.ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/ngac

ftp://ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/ngac

Output files and their contents include: 

(1) ngac.t00z.a2df$HR, where HR=00, 03, ...,120:

2D products including 

AER_OPT_DEP_at550: dust aerosol optical depth at 550nm (dimensionless)

CR_AER_SFC_MASS_CON: coarse mode surface mass concentration (kg/m3)

FN_AER_SFC_MASS_CON: fine mode surface mass concentration (kg/m3)

CR_AER_COL_MASS_DEN: coarse mode column mass density (kg/m2)

FN_AER_COL_MASS_DEN: fine mode column mass density kg/m2

DUST_EMISSION_FLUX: dust emission fluxes (kg/m2/sec)

DUST_SEDIMENTATION_FLUX: dust sedimentation fluxes (kg/m2/sec)

DUST_DRY_DEPOSITION_FLUX: dust dry deposition fluxes (kg/m2/sec)

DUST_WET_DEPOSITION_FLUX: dust wet deposition fluxes (kg/m2/sec)

(2) ngac.t00z.a3df$HR, where HR=00, 03, ..., 120:

3D products at model levels including

PRES: pressure (Pa)

RH: relative humidity (%)

TEMP: temperature (K)

DUST1: dust bin1 (0.1-1 micron) mixing ratio (kg/kg) 

DUST2: dust bin2 (1-1.8 micron) mixing ratio (kg/kg) 

DUST3: dust bin3 (1.8-3 micron) mixing ratio (kg/kg)

DUST4: dust bin4 (3-6 micron) mixing ratio (kg/kg)

DUST5: dust bin5 (6-10 micron) mixing ratio (kg/kg)

(3) ngac.t00z.aod_$NM, where NM=11p1um, 1p63um, 340nm, 440nm, 550nm, 660nm, 860nm:

Aerosol optical depth at specified wavelengths (11.1, 1.63, 0.34, 0.44, 0.55, 0.66, and 0.86 micron)
A consistent parallel feed of data is currently available on the 

NCEP server via the following URL's:

 

ftp://ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/ngac/para
or
http://www.ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/data/nccf/com/ngac/para
Users please note that NGAC products are encoded in GRIB2 using a relatively-new GRIB template.  Users should download the latest versions of wgrib2 and the other NCEP GRIB utilities to use the NGAC output products.  Many of these utilities were updated on July 17, 2012.  Users can access the NCEP GRIB utilities from this URL: http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/pmb/codes/nwprod/util/exec

For questions regarding the scientific content of the NGAC model please contact:

Sarah Lu
NCEP/EMC Global Climate and Weather Modeling Branch (GCWMB) 
Sarah.Lu@noaa.gov

For questions regarding the dataflow aspects of these data 

sets please contact: 

Rebecca Cosgrove 

NCEP/NCO Dataflow Team 

ncep.list.pmb-dataflow@noaa.gov
